
SEXUAL OFFENSES 

18 U.S.C. § 2241. Aggravated sexual abuse  
 
(a) By force or threat. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, 
institution, or facility in which persons are held in custody by direction of or 
pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal 
department or agency, knowingly causes another person to engage in a 
sexual act-- 
(1) by using force against that other person; or 
(2) by threatening or placing that other person in fear that any person will 
be subjected to death, serious bodily injury, or kidnapping; 
 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for any term 
of years or life, or both. 
 
(b) By other means. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, 
institution, or facility in which persons are held in custody by direction of or 
pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal 
department or agency, knowingly-- 
(1) renders another person unconscious and thereby engages in a sexual act 
with that other person; or 
(2) administers to another person by force or threat of force, or without the 
knowledge or permission of that person, a drug, intoxicant, or other similar 
substance and thereby-- 
(A) substantially impairs the ability of that other person to appraise or 
control conduct; and 
(B) engages in a sexual act with that other person; 
 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for any term 
of years or life, or both. 
 
(c) With children. Whoever crosses a State line with intent to engage in a 
sexual act with a person who has not attained the age of 12 years, or in the 
special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States or in a 
Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are 
held in custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with 



the head of any Federal department or agency, knowingly engages in a 
sexual act with another person who has not attained the age of 12 years, or 
knowingly engages in a sexual act under the circumstances described in 
subsections (a) and (b) with another person who has attained the age of 12 
years but has not attained the age of 16 years (and is at least 4 years 
younger than the person so engaging), or attempts to do so, shall be fined 
under this title and imprisoned for not less than 30 years or for life. If the 
defendant has previously been convicted of another Federal offense under 
this subsection, or of a State offense that would have been an offense under 
either such provision had the offense occurred in a Federal prison, unless the 
death penalty is imposed, the defendant shall be sentenced to life in prison. 
 
(d) State of mind proof requirement. In a prosecution under subsection (c) 
of this section, the Government need not prove that the defendant knew 
that the other person engaging in the sexual act had not attained the age of 
12 years. 

 

18 U.S.C. § 2242. Sexual abuse  
 
Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United 
States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which 
persons are held in custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or 
agreement with the head of any Federal department or agency, knowingly-- 
(1) causes another person to engage in a sexual act by threatening or 
placing that other person in fear (other than by threatening or placing that 
other person in fear that any person will be subjected to death, serious 
bodily injury, or kidnapping); or 
(2) engages in a sexual act with another person if that other person is-- 
(A) incapable of appraising the nature of the conduct; or 
(B) physically incapable of declining participation in, or communicating 
unwillingness to engage in, that sexual act; 
 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for any 
term of years or for life. 

 



18 U.S.C. § 2243. Sexual abuse of a minor or ward  
 
(a) Of a minor. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction 
of the United States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or 
facility in which persons are held in custody by direction of or pursuant to a 
contract or agreement with the head of any Federal department or agency, 
knowingly engages in a sexual act with another person who-- 
(1) has attained the age of 12 years but has not attained the age of 16 
years; and 
(2) is at least four years younger than the person so engaging; 
 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than 15 years, or both. 
 
(b) Of a ward. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of 
the United States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or 
facility in which persons are held in custody by direction of or pursuant to a 
contract or agreement with the head of any Federal department or agency, 
knowingly engages in a sexual act with another person who is-- 
(1) in official detention; and 
(2) under the custodial, supervisory, or disciplinary authority of the person 
so engaging; 
 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than 15 years or both. 
 
(c) Defenses. 
(1) In a prosecution under subsection (a) of this section, it is a defense, 
which the defendant must establish by a preponderance of the evidence, 
that the defendant reasonably believed that the other person had attained 
the age of 16 years. 
(2) In a prosecution under this section, it is a defense, which the defendant 
must establish by a preponderance of the evidence, that the persons 
engaging in the sexual act were at that time married to each other. 
 
(d) State of mind proof requirement. In a prosecution under subsection (a) 
of this section, the Government need not prove that the defendant knew-- 
(1) the age of the other person engaging in the sexual act; or 



(2) that the requisite age difference existed between the persons so 
engaging. 

 

18 U.S.C. § 2251. Sexual exploitation of children  
 
(a) Any person who employs, uses, persuades, induces, entices, or coerces 
any minor to engage in, or who has a minor assist any other person to 
engage in, or who transports any minor in or affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce, or in any Territory or Possession of the United States, with the 
intent that such minor engage in, any sexually explicit conduct for the 
purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct or for the purpose 
of transmitting a live visual depiction of such conduct, shall be punished as 
provided under subsection (e), if such person knows or has reason to know 
that such visual depiction will be transported or transmitted using any 
means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting 
interstate or foreign commerce or mailed, if that visual depiction was 
produced or transmitted using materials that have been mailed, shipped, or 
transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, 
including by computer, or if such visual depiction has actually been 
transported or transmitted using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce or 
mailed. 
 
(b) Any parent, legal guardian, or person having custody or control of a 
minor who knowingly permits such minor to engage in, or to assist any other 
person to engage in, sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing 
any visual depiction of such conduct or for the purpose of transmitting a live 
visual depiction of such conduct shall be punished as provided under 
subsection (e) of this section, if such parent, legal guardian, or person 
knows or has reason to know that such visual depiction will be transported 
or transmitted using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce 
or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce or mailed, if that visual 
depiction was produced or transmitted using materials that have been 
mailed, shipped, or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce by any means, including by computer, or if such visual depiction 
has actually been transported or transmitted using any means or facility of 
interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign 



commerce or mailed. 
 
(c) 
(1) Any person who, in a circumstance described in paragraph (2), employs, 
uses, persuades, induces, entices, or coerces any minor to engage in, or 
who has a minor assist any other person to engage in, any sexually explicit 
conduct outside of the United States, its territories or possessions, for the 
purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct, shall be punished 
as provided under subsection (e). 
(2) The circumstance referred to in paragraph (1) is that-- 
(A) the person intends such visual depiction to be transported to the United 
States, its territories or possessions, by any means, including by using any 
means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or mail; or 
(B) the person transports such visual depiction to the United States, its 
territories or possessions, by any means, including by using any means or 
facility of interstate or foreign commerce or mail. 
 
(d) 
(1) Any person who, in a circumstance described in paragraph (2), 
knowingly makes, prints, or publishes, or causes to be made, printed, or 
published, any notice or advertisement seeking or offering-- 
(A) to receive, exchange, buy, produce, display, distribute, or reproduce, 
any visual depiction, if the production of such visual depiction involves the 
use of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct and such visual 
depiction is of such conduct; or 
(B) participation in any act of sexually explicit conduct by or with any minor 
for the purpose of producing a visual depiction of such conduct; 
shall be punished as provided under subsection (e). 
(2) The circumstance referred to in paragraph (1) is that-- 
(A) such person knows or has reason to know that such notice or 
advertisement will be transported using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any 
means including by computer or mailed; or 
(B) such notice or advertisement is transported using any means or facility 
of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce by any means including by computer or mailed. 
 
(e) Any individual who violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, this 



section shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 15 years 
nor more than 30 years, but if such person has one prior conviction under 
this chapter, section 1591 [18 USCS § 1591], chapter 71, chapter 109A, or 
chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., 18 USCS §§ 1460 et seq., 2241 et 
seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State relating to 
aggravated sexual abuse, sexual abuse, abusive sexual contact involving a 
minor or ward, or sex trafficking of children, or the production, possession, 
receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child 
pornography, such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for 
not less than 25 years nor more than 50 years, but if such person has 2 or 
more prior convictions under this chapter, chapter 71, chapter 109A, or 
chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., 18 USCS §§ 1460 et seq., 2241 et 
seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State relating to 
the sexual exploitation of children, such person shall be fined under this title 
and imprisoned not less than 35 years nor more than life. Any organization 
that violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, this section shall be fined 
under this title. Whoever, in the course of an offense under this section, 
engages in conduct that results in the death of a person, shall be punished 
by death or imprisoned for not less than 30 years or for life. 

 

18 U.S.C. § 2252. Certain activities relating to material involving the sexual 
exploitation of minors  
 
(a) Any person who-- 
(1) knowingly transports or ships using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any 
means including by computer or mails, any visual depiction, if-- 
(A) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor 
engaging in sexually explicit conduct; and 
(B) such visual depiction is of such conduct; 
(2) knowingly receives, or distributes, any visual depiction using any means 
or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or that has been mailed, or has 
been shipped or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, 
or which contains materials which have been mailed or so shipped or 
transported, by any means including by computer, or knowingly reproduces 



any visual depiction for distribution using any means or facility of interstate 
or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any 
means including by computer or through the mails, if-- 
(A) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor 
engaging in sexually explicit conduct; and 
(B) such visual depiction is of such conduct; 
(3) either-- 
(A) in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or 
on any land or building owned by, leased to, or otherwise used by or under 
the control of the Government of the United States, or in the Indian country 
as defined in section 1151 of this title [18 USCS § 1151], knowingly sells or 
possesses with intent to sell any visual depiction; or 
(B) knowingly sells or possesses with intent to sell any visual depiction that 
has been mailed, shipped, or transported using any means or facility of 
interstate or foreign commerce, or has been shipped or transported in or 
affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or which was produced using 
materials which have been mailed or so shipped or transported using any 
means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce, including by computer, 
if-- 
(i) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor 
engaging in sexually explicit conduct; and 
(ii) such visual depiction is of such conduct; or 
(4) either-- 
(A) in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or 
on any land or building owned by, leased to, or otherwise used by or under 
the control of the Government of the United States, or in the Indian country 
as defined in section 1151 of this title [18 USCS § 1151], knowingly 
possesses, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, 1 or more books, 
magazines, periodicals, films, video tapes, or other matter which contain any 
visual depiction; or 
(B) knowingly possesses, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, 1 or 
more books, magazines, periodicals, films, video tapes, or other matter 
which contain any visual depiction that has been mailed, or has been 
shipped or transported using any means or facility of interstate or foreign 
commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or which was 
produced using materials which have been mailed or so shipped or 
transported, by any means including by computer, if-- 
(i) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor 



engaging in sexually explicit conduct; and 
(ii) such visual depiction is of such conduct; 
 
shall be punished as provided in subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(b) 
(1) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, paragraph (1), 
(2), or (3) of subsection (a) shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not 
less than 5 years and not more than 20 years, but if such person has a prior 
conviction under this chapter, section 1591 [18 USCS § 1591], chapter 71, 
chapter 109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., §§ 1460 et seq., 
2241 et seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 
of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State 
relating to aggravated sexual abuse, sexual abuse, or abusive sexual 
conduct involving a minor or ward, or the production, possession, receipt, 
mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, 
or sex trafficking of children, such person shall be fined under this title and 
imprisoned for not less than 15 years nor more than 40 years. 
(2) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, paragraph (4) of 
subsection (a) shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 
years, or both, but if such person has a prior conviction under this chapter, 
chapter 71, chapter 109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., §§ 
1460 et seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 
(article 120 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any 
State relating to aggravated sexual abuse, sexual abuse, or abusive sexual 
conduct involving a minor or ward, or the production, possession, receipt, 
mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, 
such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not less than 
10 years nor more than 20 years. 
 
(c) Affirmative defense. It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge of 
violating paragraph (4) of subsection (a) that the defendant-- 
(1) possessed less than three matters containing any visual depiction 
proscribed by that paragraph; and 
(2) promptly and in good faith, and without retaining or allowing any person, 
other than a law enforcement agency, to access any visual depiction or copy 
thereof-- 
(A) took reasonable steps to destroy each such visual depiction; or 



(B) reported the matter to a law enforcement agency and afforded that 
agency access to each such visual depiction. 

 

P.L. § 130.50. Criminal sexual act [fig 1] in the first degree [n1]1 
 
A person is guilty of [fig 1] criminal sexual act in the first degree when he or 
she engages in [fig 2] oral sexual conduct or anal sexual conduct with 
another person: 
 
1. By forcible compulsion; or 
 
2. Who is incapable of consent by reason of being physically helpless; or 
 
3. Who is less than eleven years old; or 
 
4. Who is less than thirteen years old and the actor is eighteen years old or 
more. 
 
[fig 1] Criminal sexual act in the first degree is a class B felony. 

 

P.L. § 130.65. Sexual abuse in the first degree 
 
[Eff Nov 1, 2011, § 130.65 reads as set out below] A person is guilty of 
sexual abuse in the first degree when he or she subjects another person to 
sexual contact: 
 
1. By forcible compulsion; or 
 
2. When the other person is incapable of consent by reason of being 
physically helpless; or 
 
3. When the other person is less than eleven years old; or 
 
4. When the other person is less than thirteen years old and the actor is 
twenty-one years old or older. 



 
Sexual abuse in the first degree is a class D felony. 

 

P.L. § 130.70. Aggravated sexual abuse in the first degree 
 
1. A person is guilty of aggravated sexual abuse in the first degree when he 
or she inserts a foreign object in the vagina, urethra, penis [fig 1] , rectum 
or anus of another person causing physical injury to such person: 
 
(a) By forcible compulsion; or 
 
(b) When the other person is incapable of consent by reason of being 
physically helpless; or 
 
(c) When the other person is less than eleven years old. 
 
2. Conduct performed for a valid medical purpose does not violate the 
provisions of this section. 
 
Aggravated sexual abuse in the first degree is a class B felony. 

 

P.L. § 130.95. Predatory sexual assault 
 
A person is guilty of predatory sexual assault when he or she commits the 
crime of rape in the first degree, criminal sexual act in the first degree, 
aggravated sexual abuse in the first degree, or course of sexual conduct 
against a child in the first degree, as defined in this article, and when: 
 
1. In the course of the commission of the crime or the immediate flight 
therefrom, he or she: 
(a) Causes serious physical injury to the victim of such crime; or 
(b) Uses or threatens the immediate use of a dangerous instrument; or 
 
2. He or she has engaged in conduct constituting the crime of rape in the 
first degree, criminal sexual act in the first degree, aggravated sexual abuse 
in the first degree, or course of sexual conduct against a child in the first 



degree, as defined in this article, against one or more additional persons; or 
 
3. He or she has previously been subjected to a conviction for a felony 
defined in this article, incest as defined in section 255.25 of this chapter or 
use of a child in a sexual performance as defined in section 263.05 of this 
chapter. 
 
Predatory sexual assault is a class A-II felony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


